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Gladiator games were an important part of Roman culture, and even back at their time 
were despised and loved likewise by Romans.

The first Roman games were, according to Livius, held in 264 BCE during a funerary 
ceremony. It is not clear whether the games, especially in the funerary context, were 
adapted from the Etruscans, where we have indeed ritual blood sacrifices in forms of duels 
attested through archaeological sources, or from the southern Italic tribes, where duels 
play an important part in representative art. The gladiatorial games became more and 
more popular, and even got their own architectural form, the amphitheatre, the first one in 
stone was erected in Pompeii. With a stronger influence of christianity the games were 
forbidden frequently, but to no avail, as it seems, until the last games were held, finally, 
around 450.

Many gladiatorial games were given in that year, some unimportant, 
one noteworthy beyond the rest — that of Titus Flaminius which he gave 
to commemorate the death of his father, which lasted four days, and 
was accompanied by a public distribution of meats, a banquet, and 
scenic performances. The climax of the show which was big for the time 
was that in three days seventy four gladiators fought.
Livy, Annal for the Year 174 BC

Gladiatorial reenactment has become more and more popular over the course of the last 
ten years, yet the only equipment avalable was not fit for mock-fights and was just remotely 
similar to the original findings, which derive mostly from the Gulf of Naples and were 
preserved through the vulcano-eruption of Mt. Vesuvius on the 24th of August 79 CE - or 
they were very expensive custom-made items. Our line of gladiator items is somewhere in 
between, we offer quite affordable, yet accurate objects in tinned steel, and in bronze for 
the better-to-do. We deliberately left away punched and chisselled decorations as can be 
found on most originals, not just to keep the price down, but also to allow for personalized 
designs. Apart from shield blanks, here you will get anything your gladiator´s heart 
desires! If you follow the links for the different gladiator types (armaturae) below, you will 
find all items necessary for a display of this armatura, plus some basic background 
information about each gladiator type.

Ancient Empires Reproductions is a new brand of high quality Living History and 
reenactment products and replicas from the Ancient World. We plan for the future to 
supply items for different Ancient cultures, starting with a line of Gladiator items as well as 
Greek and Roman military and civilian items. These will be followed by product lines for 
early Italian, "Celtic", "Germanic" and Hellenistic Living History. Our Products are 
developed by Mr. Christian Koepfer, a lecturer in Ancient History and Roman Provincial 
Archaeology at the University of Ausgburg, Mr. Matt Lukes Roman military arms and 
armour expert and artisan of Fabrica Romanorum Custom Ancient Recreations and the 
Roman Army Talk Forum, and world-renowned mail reconstruction artisan and expert Mr. 
Erik D Schmid. Each object is designed to be as close to its original artifact(s) as possible 
while still remaining affordable - wherever possible even orignal techniques and materials 
are used.  100% pure wool and linen, only vegetable-tanned leather and even real bronze 
for Greek and Roman gear prior to the introduction and  widespread use of brass are 
among the materials that go into our recreations as our goal is to provide the collector, 
reenactor and living historian with the highest quality, most accurate pieces available 
anywhere.



      Pompeii Murmillo Helmet	 	   AER/H/1510

Pompeii Murmillo Helmet in 
16 gauge bronze without 
leather liner. After a find 
from Pompeii. 1. to 2. c. CE

Also available in tinned steel:
AER/H/1510-TN

A full Pompeii Murmillo kit consists of the following 
items:
AER/1510 Pompeii Murmillo helmet
AER/AS/1501-GR Murmillo / Secutor Greave
AER/CL/1503-STD-N Secutor / Murmillo Textile leg 
armour
AER/CL/1501-LB Textile Armour right arm
AER/MISC/1503 Gladiator belt
AER/SWS/1502 Short Sword
AER/GSH/1501 Secutor / Murmillo Shield Boss
AER/CL/1504-STD-WL subligaculum



    Thraex Helmet		  	 	 	 	 	 AER/H/1502

thraex Helmet in 16 gauge 
bronze without leather 
liner. Recreated after a find  
from Pompeii. 1. to 2. c. CE

Also available in tinned steel:
AER/H/1502-TN

A full thraex kit consists of the following 
items:
AER/1502 thraex helmet
AER/AS/1502-GR Thraex /Hoplomachus greaves
AER/CL/1501-LB Textile Armour right arm
AER/CL/1502- (size)-N Textile armour trouser
AER/MISC/1503 Gladiator belt
AER/SWS/1503 Thraex sica



     Hoplomachus Helmet	 	 	      	AER/H/1505

Hoplomachus Helmet in 16 
g a u g e b ro n z e w i t h o u t 
leather liner. Recreated 
a f t e r c o n t e m p o r a r y 
depictions, based on thraex 
helmet designs from Pompeii. 1. 
to 2. c. CE

Also available in tinned steel:
AER/H/1505-TN

A full Hoplomachus kit consists of the following items:
AER/1505 Hoplomachus helmet
AER/AS/1502-GR Thraex /Hoplomachus greaves
AER/CL/1501-LB Textile Armour right arm
AER/CL/1502- (size)-N Textile armour trouser
AER/MISC/1503 Gladiator belt
AER/GSH/1503 Hoplomachus shield
AER/CL/1504-STD-WL subligaculum



A full provocator kit consists of the following 
items:
AER/1503 Provocator helmet
AER/AS/1503-GR provocator greave
aer/as/1506 Provocator pectoral
AER/CL/1501-LB Textile Armour right arm
AER/MISC/1503 Gladiator belt
AER/SWS/1502 Short Sword
AER/GSH/1502 Shield boss 
AER/CL/1504-STD-WL subligaculum

Provocator Helmet in 16 
g a u g e b ro n z e w i t h o u t 
leather liner. Recreated 
after a find  from Pompeii. 1. 
to 2. c. CE
Also available in tinned steel:
AER/H/1503-TN

      Provocator Helmet	 	  	 	  AER/H/1503



       Secutor Helmet	 	 	 	 	 	 AER/H/1504

Secutor  Helmet in 16 G 
bronzewithout Leather Liner 
after a find from Pompeii. 
before 79 CE

Also available in tinned steel:
AER/H/1504-TN

A full secutor kit consists of the following items:
AER/1504 secutor helmet
AER/AS/1501-GR Murmillo / Secutor Greave
AER/CL/1503-STD-N Secutor / Murmillo Textile leg armour
AER/CL/1501-LB Textile Armour right arm
AER/MISC/1503 Gladiator belt
AER/SWS/1502 Short Sword
AER/GSH/1501 Secutor / Murmillo Shield Boss
AER/CL/1504-STD-WL subligaculum



A full Berlin Murmillo kit consists of the following 
items:
AER/1501 Berlin Murmillo helmet
AER/AS/1501-GR Murmillo / Secutor Greave
AER/CL/1503-STD-N Secutor / Murmillo Textile leg armour
AER/CL/1501-LB Textile Armour right arm
AER/MISC/1503 Gladiator belt
AER/SWS/1502 Short Sword
AER/GSH/1501 Secutor / Murmillo Shield Boss
AER/CL/1504-STD-WL subligaculum

     Berlin Murmillo Helmet		 	 AER/H/1501

Berlin Murmillo Helmet in 16 
g a u g e b ro n z e w i t h o u t 
leather liner. After a find 
Now in Berlin.  2. to 3. c. CE

Also available in tinned steel:
AER/H/1501-TN



       Galerus	 	 	        	 	 	 	 AER/AS/1505-S

Galerus, shoulder guard for 
the Retiarius. After a find 
from pompeii, before 79 AD. 
Bronze
AER/AS/1505-S

Also available in tinned steel:
AER/AS/1505-S-TN



    Provocator Pectoral	 	 	 AER/AS/1506

Provocator Pectoral after 
contemporary depctions.  1. to 
2. c. CE
Tinned steel and bronze.



          Gladiator Greaves

T h r a e x / H o p l o m a c h u s 
greaves. Pair. bronze. After a 
find from Pompeii. Before 79 
CE.

AER/AS/1502-GR

Also available in tinned steel:
AER/AS/1502-GR-TN

Provocator greave. bronze. 
After a find from Pompeii. 
Before 79 CE.

AER/AS/1503-GR

Also available in tinned steel:
AER/AS/1503-GR-TN

Provocator greave. bronze. 
After a find from Pompeii. 
Before 79 CE.

AER/AS/1501-GR-TN

Also available in tinned steel:
AER/AS/1501-GR-TN



   Gladiator weapons

Retiarius  ́ trident. After a 
find from London. 1. to 3. c. CE
Steel.

AER/SWS/1501

Gladiator dagger. After a 
find from Pompeii. Before 79 
AD.
Bone, steel.

AER/DG/1501

Gladiator Sword. After a 
find from Pompeii. Before 79 
AD.
Bone, steel.

AER/SWS/1502

Thraex Sica. After contempo-
rary depictions. 1. to 3. c. AD
Bone, Wood, Steel.

AER/SWS/1503



   Gladiator gear

R e t e , H e m p n e t f o r t h e 
Retiarius Gladiator. With 
l e a d w e i g h t s . A f t e r 
contemeporary depictions 
and finds from the Gulf of 
naples. 1. to 4th. c. CE.
AER/MISC/1502

Gladiator brass belt with 
l e a t h e r e d g i n g . A f t e r 
contemporary depictions. 1. to 
4th. c. CE. 

AER/MISC/1503

Hoplomachus shield, 53 cm 
diameter, depth 22 cm. After 
contemporary depictions.

AER/GSH/1503-BRS, brass
AER/GSH/1503-MS, mild steel



       Gladiator gear - Textile Armour

Gladiator gaiters. After 
contemeporary depictions. 1. 
to 4th. c. CE.
Vegetable-tanned leather.

AER/SH/1501-8/(your EU size)-N

Manica, textile arm guard. 
A f t e r c o n t e m e p o r a ry 
depictions.  1. to 4th. c. CE. 
Available for left and right 
arm, please specify.

AER/CL/1501-LB

Secutor / Murmillo leg 
armour for left leg. After 
contemeporary depictions. 1. 
to 4th. c. CE.

AER/CL/1503-STD-N

T h r a e x / h o p l o m a c h u s 
armour trousers. After 
contemeporary depictions. 1. 
to 4th. c. CE. Available in M, L, 
Xl and XXL.

AER/CL/1502-(size)-N



          Shield bosses

Augustan / Tiberian Shield Boss 
a f t e r t w o fi n d s f ro m 
Kempten / Cambodunum, 
Bavaria. Tinned Steel

AER/GSH/1505-BO

Large rectangular shield 
boss, 50-300 AD

Bronze:
AER/GSH/1501-BRZ-Boss Only
Brass
AER/GSH/1501-BRs-Boss Only
Mild Steel:
AER/GSH/1501-MS-Boss Only

Hexagonal shield boss, 9 BC-300 
AD

Bronze:
AER/GSH/1502-BRZ-Boss Only
Brass
AER/GSH/1502-BRs-Boss Only
Mild Steel:
AER/GSH/1502-MS-Boss Only



Also Available through:
Distributed through:

Historical Reproductions GmbH
Industriestr. 4
56581 Kurtscheid
Germany

Contact:
Mr. Christian Büchel, Manager 
Telephone: 02634-921626
Fax:            02634-921693
office@gdfb.com
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